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Dear Reader,

The Prime Minister announced the government’s decision to suspend further discussions on 
the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) mega-trade deal early November. 
India’s participation in the RCEP negotiations were being opposed by most sectors, including 
the services sector. The common apprehension voiced by almost all sectors were the threat 
posed by China, a trading partner in the RCEP. The large imports that tariff concessions would 
trigger would further aggravate the hardships of the domestic manufacturing industry. AMAI 
had been consistently highlighting the problems faced by our industry due to past FTA’s 
notably the India-Japan CEPA which resulted in significant increases in imports of caustic 
soda and PVC. AMAI appreciates the bold stand taken by our government in announcing 
suspension of further discussions by India till all concerns were adequately addressed.

The Union Minister for Commerce and Industry announced the government’s intention to 
seek review of the three major FTA’s viz. ASEAN-India Trade in Goods Agreement, India-
Japan Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement and the India-Korea Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership Agreement. This is a welcome announcement as the chemical industry 
has particularly been adversely affected by these three trade agreements. The industry 
in general and AMAI in particular has been very appreciative of the government holding 
extensive consultations with the industry while the RCEP trade negotiations were in progress. 
This was hardly evident when the above three major FTAs were negotiated. The effect of the 
past FTAs have been an increase in trade skewed in favour of our FTA partners.

The Department of Chemicals & Petrochemicals convened consultative meetings to consider 
the possibility of bringing certain chemicals under Restricted List of chemicals. The list 
drawn up by the Department was based on high volume & value of imports and the need 
to curb non-essential imports. Caustic soda was among the three chemicals taken up for 
consideration. Alkali imports have risen significantly over the years, even as the domestic 
manufacturers have been augmenting capacities to keep pace with increase in demand. 
Unfortunately, imports have also increased over the years, triggered by factors such as tariff 
concessions under trade agreements, the relatively low customs tariffs prevailing in India, 
which provides easy access to one of the most attractive markets.  

K. Srinivasan 
Secretary General
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Did you know? What can you do?

This issue sponsored by

http://www.aiche.org/CCPS/Publications/Beacon/index.aspx
Messages for Manufacturing Personnel

Understand how your safety systems work! 

www.aiche.org/ccps
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The Beacon is usually available in Afrikaans, Arabic, Catalan, Chinese, Czech, Danish, Dutch, English, Filipino, French, German, Greek, Gujarati, Hebrew, Hindi, Hungarian, Indonesian,  
Italian, Japanese, Korean, Malay, Marathi, Mongolian, Persian (Farsi), Polish, Portuguese, Romanian, Russian, Spanish, Swedish, Telugu, Thai, Turkish, Urdu, and Vietnamese.

A safety system needs to have a well-defined purpose. 
When activated, it  must reliably respond with the action, 
including a stop (ESD, emergency shutdown), as designed.

Do you know how these safety systems operate for  your 
processes? If you ask others how they expect these systems to 
operate, do you get different answers? There must be only one
way for each critical system to perform, and everyone needs 
to know it.

The objective of a process control system is to keep the 
process within the critical safety control limits (see 06/2015 
Beacon). It is important to understand that, when the process 
exceeds the specified control limits, action is required. This 
can include activating the ESD system.  Operators must be 
trained in what actions to take, and when.

 Safety systems, including ESDs, are designed, 
programmed, and tested to meet the safety requirements 
of the process and equipment. All changes need a 
Management of Change (MOC) review (see Beacon 
07/2017). 

 Safety systems, just like pressure relief devices, are there 
to protect, not to control the process (see Beacon 
03/2016, “Safety Device or Control Device?”).

 Safety systems have defined responses to power, 
instrument air, or other utility failure. This information is 
often noted on the piping and instrumentation diagram 
(PID).

 Many companies have a Stop Work Authority policy, 
which allows, and even demands, that operators stop the 
process if it is out of control. 

 Ask your supervisor or trainer how safety 
systems are supposed to operate and why 
that is the case. The more you know, the 
better your response when needed. 

 Make safety systems a topic for discussion 
at the next crew or safety committee 
meeting. If everyone thinks the systems 
operate differently, you have a problem!  

 During Process Hazard Analyses (PHA) or 
MOC reviews of these critical safeguards, 
be open and honest about what you know 
and what occurs in the field. Any doubt 
should be investigated so the systems 
function correctly.

What Does That Button Do? 
www.iomosaic.com

When safety systems are not well-understood, problems can become worse, 
because people may not rely on them and take the wrong actions. They might also 
falsely rely on the safety system and expect it to take actions beyond what these 
systems are capable of doing.
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Argus Chlor-Alkali Asia
13-14 January 2020 | Pan Pacific, Singapore

illuminating the markets
Petrochemicals

Your new opportunity to network and learn with the industry’s leading Asian experts.

Argus Chlor-Alkali Asia 2020 brings you the unique opportunity 
to go in-depth into the latest developments affecting the caustic 
soda and chlorine industry in Asia. 

Key topics you can’t miss include:
• Regulation and import-export changes in China and wider Asia
• New opportunities in end-use markets such as lithium
• Will India become a net exporter? 
• Disruptions in EDC and alumina through the trade wars
• Economic pressures in Asian markets
And much more…

Who you will meet:
Chlor Alkali – Paper and Pulp – Alumina – 
Vinyls – Water Treatment– Shipping and 
Storage – End-user markets for caustic 
soda and chlorine - Trading – Marketing 
and Distribution – Engineering,  
Procurement and Construction –  
Investment – Consulting – Technology – 
Caustic Soda – Soda Ash – Chlorine and 
Derivatives – Government – Associations

For more information, please contact Ming Oh   T: +65 6496 9992   E: xiangming.oh@argusmedia.com

Alkali 
Manufacturers 

Association of India 
members enjoy 10% 

discount off the  
standard rates. 

Promo code:  
AMAI10





Supporting partnersBadge sponsor

Your exclusive opportunity to network and learn with the chlor-alkali industry

Argus Chlor-Alkali Conference
4-5 February 2020 | Montcalm London Marble Arch Hotel, UK

illuminating the markets
Petrochemicals

www.argusmedia.com/chloralkaliconf
Register now at: 

10% off ticket price for AMAI members.
Quote discount code: AMAI10

Your expert speakers include: 

Adrian Warren 
General Manager, 

Chemicals 
Mitsui & Co Europe

Teresa Marques 
Manager of 

Logistics, Production 
Planning and Energy 

Management 
Bondalti

Trevor Sikorski 
Head of Natural Gas 

and Carbon Research 
Energy Aspects

Plamen Angelov 
Product and 

Marketing Director 
Dow Europe

Adrian Brown 
Senior Research 

Analyst 
Simpson Spence 

Young

Frank Reiner 
President 

Chlorine Institute

Associate sponsor





Published by ALKALI MANUFACTURES ASSOCIATION OF INDIA 
3rd Floor, Pankaj Chambers, Preet Vihar Commercial Complex, Vikas Marg, Delhi 110092 
Ph: 011-22432003, 22410150 
Email:hkanand@ama-india.org; info@ama-india.org; 
website: www.ama-india.org

de
si

gn
 &

 p
rin

t b
y 

G
EN

ES
IS

 /
 g

en
es

is
ad

vt
@

ho
tm

ai
l.c

om
 /

 g
en

es
is

on
lin

e.
in

 /
 9

81
00

33
68

2

AK TYAGI

TURNKEY PROJECTS DELIVERED IN 32+ COUNTRIES

Chairman, Nuberg Engineering

India based Global EPC Company

Operating in 32+ Countries

115000 sqm. Manufacturing Facility in Gujarat

750+ Engineering Professionals

R&D Facility in Sweden

TURKEY
Sulfuric Acid EPC Project

SWEDEN
Chlor Alkali EPC Project

BANGLADESH
Hydrogen Peroxide EPC Project

EGYPT
Sulfuric Acid EPC Project

PARAGUAY
Chlor Alkali EPC Project

ALGERIA
Chlor Alkali EPC Project

SAUDI ARABIA
Anisole EPC Project

ABU DHABI
Chlor Alkali EPC Project

EPC & LSTK SOLUTIONS ACROSS INDUSTRIES

Nuberg EPC is a global EPC and turnkey project management company providing solutions 

with basic engineering and process know-how either from its own intellectual property or 

licensed from technology suppliers. Having set up 15+ greenfield plants worldwide with 

modern technology, Nuberg is one of the fastest growing EPC companies in Chlor Alkali, 

Hydrogen Peroxide, Sulfuric Acid and Calcium Chloride. With in-house engineering set up of 

over 300000 available man-hours, construction team, state-of-the-art fabrication facility and 

Sweden based R&D Centre, we serve worldwide including India, Sweden, Egypt, Abu Dhabi, 

Turkey, Algeria, Romania, Saudi Arabia, Oman, Qatar, Bangladesh, Ethiopia and Paraguay.

Engineering

Construction

Project Management

Corporate Office: Nuberg House, A-38 H, Sector-64, Noida-201301, India

Website: www.nubergepc.com | Email: epc@nuberg.in

CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS

STEEL NUCLEAR AND DEFENCE

HYDROCARBONS

Technology Know-How

Procurement

NUBERG EPC
Making Ideas Happen

NUBERG EPC
Making Ideas Happen


